[Aortic regurgitation caused by rupture of a fibrous strand; report of a case].
Rupture of a fibrous strand of a tricuspid aortic valve is extremely rare. We describe a patient with aortic regurgitation due to spontaneous rupture of the fibrous strands that suspend the aortic valve leaflets. The fibrous strands were recognized between the left and right coronary cusps, and between the left coronary and non-coronary cusps during the operation. The fibrous strand between the left coronary and non-coronary cusps had been ruptured, and thus the left coronary and non-coronary cusps were prolapsed into the left ventricle. Since a degenerative change was observed histologically in the resected specimen, these fibrous strands were considered to be an embryonic remnant of the aortic valve.